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“Remove not the ancient LaNDMARK which thy fathers have set. — ». i.-ltox.

¢ Thero shall be the most perfect unity of obligation, of discipline, of working
the Lodges, of making, passing, and raising, instructing, and clothing Brothers;
#o that bgt one pure unsullie mtx'stem. according to the genuine LANDMARKS,
laws, and traditions of the Craft, shall be maintained, upheid, and practised.
throughout the Masonic world.”—ARTICLES oF UKN1UN.

“In the Grand Lodge resides the power of enacting laws and regulations for
the government of the Craft, and of aitering, ropealing, and abrogating them,
provided that they coutinue to preserve the ancient LANDMARKS of the Order.”
~—CoONSTITUTIONS.

“You faithfully promise to obey the original laws, charges, and regulatiors of
this aucicent and honourable Institution, and to preserve the ancient Lo ew = s s
of the Order to ihe utmost of your power.”"—LKkCTURKS.

“Tho M. W. Grand Master addressed the Brethren on the subjuct ). .Le
Lectures; when he staled that it was his opinion, that so long a2 :he Master of
any Lodge observed exactly the LANDMARKS of the Craft, Le wus at liberty to
give the tures in the languago best suited to the character of the Lodge over
which ke presided.”—QUARTERLY COMMUNICATION, Dec. 1819,
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PREFACE.

WueN Theodorus was initiated into the Eleusinian
system of spurious Freemasoury, he asked of Euriclides,
the hierophant, what is the greatest crime a man can
commit ; who replied, “ to speak evil of the Mysteries.” Such
was the sentence pronounced against those who should
incur the responsibility of treating such sacred subjects
with levity, because they were considered ineffable;
and the offence was punished with death. ¢ S quis ar-
cane mysteria Cereris sacra vulgdsset, lege morti addicebatur.”
But the crime was seldom committed, and therefore the
penalty remalned on theirstatute books, not altogether as
a dead letter, although it was seldom brought under the
consideration of the judge. It will be remembered,
however, that the spurious Freemasonry was not only
connected with, but constituted an essential part of the
national religion in every country where it existed; and
therefore blasphemy against the mysteries, was blasphemy
against the gods, and punishable by the civil magistrate
of which Socrates is an eminent example.

-Not 8o the true Freemasoury. It forms no part of the
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national religion, although it comprehends and teaches
- the genuine principles of Christianity. But this latter

fact is not generally understood by those to whom its
. doctrines are a sealed book ; and therefore it is no unu-
sual thing to hear Freemasonry vilified, because the experi-
ment is perfectly innocuous to the party using it. And .
the objections to it, as a social and beneficial institution,
are urged with greater pertinacity oy its adversaries, and
received with a more cordial welcome by the uninitiated
world, than those which distinguish an opposition to any
other science. Their object is generally intended to show
that its pursuits are inconsistent, frivolous, and useless ;
that, as an antagonist writer wittily observes—¢¢ She pro-.
fesses to teach the seven liberal arts, and also the black
art ; proffers to give one a wonderful secret, which is,
that she has none; who sprung from the clouds, formed
by the smoke of her own records, which were burnt for
the honour of the mystery ; who stood the shock of ages,
and the revolutions of time, on the reputation of King
Solomon ; who is always and unchangeably the same
glorious Fraternity, whether of three degrees, of seven
degrees, of thirty-three degrees, or forty-three degrees,
or fifty-three degrees, or of ninety degrees. Sitha flood
of innovation has gone over the ancient Landmarks, that
Freemasonry’s own science, Masonics, can never again run
the lines, and establish the corners, without a very free use
of the faculty of Abrac.”

One of the purposes of these lectures is to rebut such
absurd charges, by displaying the true design and ten-
dency of the Order. And I cannot describe the process
which has been used to effect this important object more
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appropriately, than by subjoining the correspondence by
which the design was originally announced.

TO SIR EDWARD FFRENCH BROMHEAD, BART. PAST P. G. 8. W. FOR
LINCOLNSHIRE.

My pEar Sir,—As you did me the honour to accept the office of
Provincial Grand Senior Warden at my hand, when I held the Deputy
Grand Mastership of the Province, and to unite with me in promoting
the welfare of Freemasonry within its limits, I take the liberty of sub-
mitting to you, now my authority in the province is at an end, a design
which is intended to be useful to the Fraternity at large.

If I may be allowed to place any reliance on the testimony of the
public press, or on the declarations of private correspondents in every
quarter of the globe, I trust it will not be an unpardonable vanity in me
to conclude that my labours in the cause of Masonry have been pro-
ductive of some benefit to the Institution. Success has been a stimulus
to further exertions, and more extensive researches into the origin and
true design of the Order. In announcing that I am about to take my
leave of the Fraternity as a public Masonic writer, it is not to be under-
stood that I consider the subject exhausted ; on the contrary, I conceive
that I have merely opened the mine, leaving its richest treasures to be
gathered by other hands. But it is time to close my Masonic labours—
my sun is sinking in the west ; and it will be matter of high gratification
to my mind, if some other Brother shall resume the task, and prosecute
it with superior advantages to the Craft; although I am certain that
none can possess greater zeal or sincerity of intention. I propose, how-
ever, before I bid my Brethren a final adieu, to furnish them with a
scries of PracricaL Lecrures oN THE HisrorioaL LaANDMARks, and
other evidences of Freemasonry, under the arrangement which has been
enjoined by the Granp Lobae oF ENGLAND, as settled by the Lodge of
Reconciliéion at the Union of the two great divisions of the Craft in
1813.

In the prosecution of this design I have adopted an arrangement cor-
responding with the order in which our degrees are conferred.—After an
Introduction containing an inquiry into the legality and usefulness of
Masonic publications; and two Preliminary Lectures, giving a generaj
view of the Landmarks intended to be illustrated, I shall enter upon a
series of disquisitions illustrative of the First Tracing-board ; in which
the Form, Situation, Extent, Ground (including the first and second
Grand Offerings), Support, and Covering of a Lodge will be dilated on
in 8o many Iecctures. The deliverance from Egyptian bondage, and the
ancient custom of opening a Lodge on the highest of hills, or in the
Jowest of valleys, will close the illustrations of the First Degree.

1*
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The Second Degree will open with a Lecture on the symbolical refer-
ances of the Order. I shall then proceed with a critical examination of
the number of workmeu employed about the Temple of Solomon; and
the system of classification which was adopted in the quarries, the forest,
and the mountain of Moriah. The Second Tracing-board will occupy
our attention—the Porch and its Pillars—Jephthah and the Ephraimites
—the Winding Staircase and its Steps, with their symbolical reference
—the Letter G, &c. ; and Lectures on the Grand Architect’s Six Periods
—the Inundations of the Nile—the T'welve Grand Points—and the Third
Grand Offering, will close the Second Degree.

In the Third and its accompanying Degrees and Orders, the subject
becomes more diffusive, aud will require to be more extensively treated.
Accordingly, commencing with the Legend, I shall endeavour to trace
its origin amidst the darkness of a remote antiquity, and to explain its
symbolical application. Then the pature and design of Freemasonry
before the Flood, and the subject of “ Worldly Possessions” will be
examined ; while the Sacred Lodge, the decorations of the Temple, and
the sources of King Solomon’s wealth, will be discussed in order ; as well
as the Masonic reference attached to the Fall and Restoration of our first
parents. Then follows, in due course, a consideration of the Burning
Bush, the Tetragrammaton or Incommunicable Name, and the Rod of
Moses, which will be examined, cach in a separate Lecture. After
which, I shall open the Holy Lodge at the foot of Mount Sinai, and con-
gider the application to Masonry of the Ark of the Covenant—the
Priestly Orders—the Camp of Israel, and the Banners of the Twelve
Tribes ; none of which will be dismissed without distinct and exclusive
notice. The remarkable events in the reign of Josiah will be considered
before we proceed to the Babylonish Captivity, its termination and the
opening of the Grand and Royal Lodge—the building of the Sacred
Temple——the Triple Tav, and the departure of the Sceptre from Judah.
A careful examination of all these subjects, so far as they are connected
with Freemasonry, will illustrate the fact, that our Ancient and Royal
Order is a progressive system, consistént in all its parts, and symbolizing
the way to salvation through the merits of a Redeemer, who made atone-
ment for the sins of men by the sacrifice of the Cross.

In the construction of these Lectures, I propose to subjoin copious
authorities for every fact and argument that it may be necessary to intro-
duce in illustration of the general system of Freemasonry. The Notes
will, therefore, be extremely numerous, and gathered from every accessible
gource which is worthy of credence. It is hoped that these Notes will
be found of some service in clearing up doubtful or difficult points of
discipline and doctrine. They will be selected with great care, and will
constitute a series of vouchers for the credibility of every important rite
connected with the several degrees of the Order, which are practised at
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the present day. They will be a mirror to reflect the opinions—a register
to chronicle the Masonic sentiments of living Masons, not only in this
kivgdom but in all others, as well as of those who have flourished in
by-gone ages. It is true, I do not profiss to engage in any formal illus-
tration beyond the three symbolical or Blue Degrees euding in the Royal
Arch and its sabsidiary appeundages ; but every other order which is in
any way allied to Freemasonry, will be incidentally noticed, and its
claims to credence briefly investigated. I am anxious that the Brethren
should familiarly understand every point, part, and secret, connected
with the Institution ; and though I am not ignorant of the responsibility
which will naturally accompany an attempt to communicate this know-
ledge, yet I flatter myself that I shall be able to accomplish it with a
conscientious regard to the terms of my OB, and at the same time, with
such perspicuity as inay render the explanations plain and intelligible to
the Fraternity, while they continue an impenetrable mystery to those
who have not had the advantage of initiation.

In the system as it is practised in our Lodges, the connection between
the several consecutive degrees is not accurately defined ; nor perhaps
would it be possible, in practice, to establish a series of rites by which
that connection could be distinctly impressed upon the mind of a candi-
date during the ceremony of initiation. This important effect can only
be accomplished by the subsequent explanations of a zealous and indefati-
gable Master; and to do this effectually, he must depart from the usual
routine ; or rather, he must amplify and illustrate the authorized lectures
by the introduction of parallel facts, and explanatory obscrvances, con-
nected with the history and antiquities, manvers and customs, laws and
usages, of the country and period which may form the subject of disqui-
sition. And there are many reasons that make such a course, under
present circamstances, almost impracticable. The Master of a Lodge
has generally other objects of pursuit to engage his mind, and occupy
his attention, which leave him little leisure to pursue the investigations
necessary to accomplish so extensive an undertaking. The present work
is intended to supply mater'als for accelerating these studies. No subject
will be left untouched, doubts will be removed, and difficulties explained.
The links of connection between the seversl degrees will be supplied ;
and thus the Brethren will be furnished with a clue to direct their
enquiries into the right channel : and it may not be too much to antici-
pate that the patk to Masonic knowledge will be thereby relieved, in a
great measure, from the difficulties which obstruct the progress of scien-
tific research into the mysteries of the Order.*

I have taken the liberty, my dear Sir, of troubling you with this
imperfect outline of my plan, in the hope of being favoured with your
opinion of its utility. It is my intention to leave no point unexplained
connected with the theory of Masonry, which may be prudently com-
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mitted to print; while, for obvious reasons, the practical part will be
designedly omitted, because it may readily be learned in tyled Lodges,
under the judicious direction of an experienced Master, whose peculiar
duty it is to employ and instruct the Brethren in Masonry. It will
embrace upwards of fifty Lectures, and while the greatest care will be
taken to avoid any undue exposure of peculiar secrets, enough will be
said to clear up all difficult and controverted gnestions, as well as to
connect the lower with the higher degrees; thus forming a regularly
graduated series, advancing step by step to the ne plus ultra of Masonry:
and unfolding its secret reference to that divine system of religion, which,
at the last great day, will introduce us into the Grand Lodge above, a
building not made with hands, eternal in the heavens.

I shall be glad, therefore, to learn whether you think a work, founded
on such a basis, would be acceptable to the Masonic public ; and whether
the Fraternity would be likely to suffer the closing offspring of a veteran
labourer in their service to perish for want of their fostering support.

Believe me to be, my dear Sir,
Yours faithfully and fraternally,
GEeo. OLIvER, D. D.

Past D. P. G. M. for Lincolnshire.
ScoPwICk VICARAGE,

Nov. 22, 1843.

TO THE REV. DR. OLIVER, PAST D. P. G. M. FOR LINCOLNSHIRE.

My pEAR Sir,—Your prospectus of a closing work, upon the subject
of Masonry is very interesting ; and if the outline can be filled up in a
manner at all adequate to the design, it must be & most valuable addition
to the current information on the subject of the Craft. My own ideas
on matters of Masonic antiquity are not so bold as yours, though it must
be admitted that the exclusive Judaic character of the machinery, the
Hebrew references, and reference to Tyrian usages, are of themselves
internal evidence of a very remote origin; an origin not taking place
among Christians, whose ignorance on these subjects, and hatred of the
Jews, until a very recent period, make the supposition of a Christinn
origin quite impossible. The moral application of the principles does
indeed admit unbounded development, and may keep pace with the views
and practice of any present or future benevolence. On the subject of the
obligation I have had some misgivings, but we perhaps have interpreted
it with too much severity, and against the public interest; and it may
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be questioned whether it was intended to extend much beyond the solemn
initiatory rites of the Order. In all your attempts, both in Masoury aud
out of Masonry, you have the hearty good wishes of
Your very faithful Brother,
E. Fr. BROMHEAD,

) P. P. G. 8. W. for Lincolnshire.
LixcoLn, Nov. 25, 1843.

Whether I have succeeded in the accomplishment of
my original intention, or whether I have redeemed the
pledges contained in the above correspondence, is now
left to the decision of the Fraternity. I do not expect
that the work  will be pronounced faultless, because
perfection is not the attribute of man, much less of his
performances.

vitavi denique culpam,
Non laudem merui.—Hog.
I hope, with the Bachelor Sampson Carrasco, * the critics
will be merciful. I hope they will not dwell upon the
motes of the bright sun of the work they censure. Though
¢ aliquando bonus dormitat Homerus,’ they ought to consider
how wide he was awake to give his work as much light
and leave as little shade as possible. Perhaps those very
parts which some men do not fancy, are like moles, which
sometimes add to the beauty of the face that has them.”*

In the construction of the Lectures, I have had little
direct assistance except from a few valued and highly
talented correspondents, from whom I have received vari-
ous hints which have been of essential service ; and their
favors have been generally acknowledged at the foot of

¢ Don Quixote, Part II. ch. 3.
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their own communications.: One of these esteemed friends
gave me much important information respecting the
foreign degrees, and directed my enquiries into a channel
which produced the happiest results ; and I am proudin
being permitted to grace my pages with the name of
George Arnott Walker Arnott, Esq., LL. D., Depute
Grand Principal of the Supreme Grand Council of Rites,
&e., &c., of Scotland; a most learned, intelligent, and
indefatigable Brother, whose active exertionsin the cause
of Scottish Masonry have been rewarded by the esteem
of the Fraternity, and the highest honors of the Order.
Throughout the whole period in which these Lectures
have been in course of publication, my'anxiety has been
great lest I should violate my OB, by the insertion of any
matter which ought not to be revealed. To prevent
improper disclosures, I have submitted occasional proot-
theets to the inspection of discreet friends, and I have

1ot persisted in the use of a single paragraph, or even

| hrase, whose removal has been thus suggested. My
iriend Dr. Crucefix, Past Grand Senior Warden of the
Grand Lodge of Massachusetts, and Past Grand Deacon
of the Grand Lodge of England, has been kind enough to
incur the labor of carefully examining every.sheet before
it was struck off; and I must beg his acceptance of my
best thanks for many invaluable suggestions which ltave
enabled me to profit advantageously by the exercise of
his judgment and experience ; as well as for his kind
and uniform attention to my wishes when I felt myself
at a loss on abstruse questions of discipline; for I esteem
his opinion on the laws of Masonry to be an authority
from which it would be hopeless to appeal.

e
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And now, dear Reader, nothing remains but to bid you
farewell. We have been fellow-travellers for more than
two years, and have together examined a variety of sub-
jects connected with Freemasonry ; and if you have been
amused or instructed, we have not journeyed in vain. To
me the enquiry has been a source of much pleasure and
gratificauion. Idearly love these mysteriousinvestigations.”
I love to wander throvugh the obscure regions of dark anti-
quity ; and a research into the hidden truths of history,
science, or topography, is pleasing to my taste, and con-
genial to habits long indulged and deeply planted. Such
pursuits have an indescribable charm; and if you have
taken half the delight in reading thatI have in compiling
these varied Lectures, I shall desire no better evidence to
vrove that my labors have been attended with success.

S1oPwICK VICARAGE, May, 1846.
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Wisdom that is hid, and a troasare that is not seen, what profit is in
them both ?—EccLEs. xi. 14.

In the present state of Freemasonry, dispersed as it is
over the face of the whole habitable globe, and distin-
guished by an anxious enquiry whether its reputed
origin be well founded; and whether its philosophy,
and the evidences on which its claims to public notice,
are entitled to the implicit credence of mankind—it is
the duty of every Brother, so far as his influence may
extend, to furnish the means of satisfying this ardent
curiosity. With humble submission, I conceive it to be
an error in judgment to discountenance the publication
of philosophical disquisitions on the subject; because
such a proceeding would not only induce the world
to think that our pretensious are incapable of enduring
the test of free enquiry; but would also have a ten-
dency to restore the dark ages of superstition, when
even the sacred writings were prohibited, under an
apprehension that their contents might be misunder-
stood, or perverted, to the propagation of unsound
doctrines and pernicious practices;' and thus would
ignorance be transmitted as a legacy from one genera-
tion to another.

t«In those ages of ignorance and disorder,” says Laurie, “ which
succeeded the destruction of the Roman empire, the minds of men were
too debased by superstition, and contracted by bigotry, to enter into
avgociations for promoting mutual improvement and mutual benevolence.
The spirit which then raged was not a spirit of enquiry. The motives



2 INTRODUCTION.

Is it supposed that the allegiance of the Brethren to
their lawfully constituted governors will be less secure,
if they are generally enlightened on the subject of our
arcanc mysteries?? The tenure by which authority is
held, must be slight indeed, if such an ordeal would be
capable of shaking it. There can be no rational doubt,
however, but the moral influence of Masonry would be
much more powerful and efficient>—its funds would be

which then influenced the conduct of men, were not those benevolent
and correct principles of action which once distinguished their ancestors,
and which still distinguish their posterity. Sequestered habits and
unsocial dispositions characterized the inhabitants of Europe, in ‘this
season of mental degeneracy; while Freemasons, actuated by very differ-
ent principles, inculcate on their Brethren the duties of social intercourse,
aud communicate to all within the pale of their order, the knowledge
which they possess and the happiness which they feel. But if science
had existed in these ages, and if a desire of social intercourse had ani-
mated the minds of men, the latter must have languished for want of
gratification as long as the former was imprisoned within the walls of a
convent, by the tyranny of superstition, or the jealousy of power. Science
was in these days synonymous with heresy ; and had any bold and en-
lightened man ventured on philosophical investigations, and published
his discoveries to the world, he would have been regarded as a magician
by the vulgar, and punished as a heretic by the church of Rome.”
(Hist. of Mas., p. 52.)

* The Rev. Salem Town, Grand Chaplain of the Royal Arch Chapter
of the state of New York, in his book on ‘Speculative Freemasonry,
which was published under the sanction of the highest masonic au-
thority, says, “ our leading tenets are no secrets.” And in another place
he affirms, “by a full and fair exposition of our great leading principles,
we betray no secrets.” This has ever been my own opinion; and the
opinion, so far as I have been able to judge from an extensive corre-
spondence with learned Brethren in every quarter of the globe of every
other intelligent Mason.

3 The fear of an honest man violating his obligation by an undue re-
velation of the secrets of Masonry, is most absurd. Archdeacon Paley
says, “ Let it be remembered, that to be obliged, is to be urged by a
violent motive, resulting from the command of another. And then let
it be asked, Why am I obliged to keep my word? and the answer will
be, Because I am urged to do so by a violent motive (namely the expect-
ation of being after this life rewarded, if I do, or punished for it, if I do
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increased, and its charities better supported, if the
sources of intelligence amongst the fraternity were
augmented, and a higher grade of science substituted
for the meagre outline which at present prevails in our
lodges.

No hypothesis can be more untenable than that which
forebodes evil to the masonic institution, from the
publication of scientific treatises, illustrative of its
philosophical and moral tendency.* The Lodge Lec-
tures, in their most ample and extended form, how
pleasing and instructive soever they may be, are
unsatisfactory and inconclusive. They are merely ele-
mentary, and do not amply and completely illustrate
any one peculiar doctrine.® Aud as they are usually

not), resulting from the command of another (namely God).” And is it
to be admitted that any Brother having this responsibility before his
eyes, would voluntarily incur such a fearful risk ?

4 In an address to the Brethren by the D. G. M. of the Grand Lodge of
New York from the throne, June 1, 1842, the following passage occurs :
“ Amongst the evidences abroad of the active interest which pervades
the fraternity, and the increasing desire after information, I cannot omit
noticing the Masonic periodicals which have but lately sprung into
existence. The eldest of these, “ The Masonic Register,” published at
Albany, by our W. Bro. Hoffman, has reached its third year. In the
course of the past year, ¢ The Freemasons’ Magazine,’ edited by the R.
‘W. Grand Secretary of the G. L. of Massachusetts. ‘The Masonic
Journal,’ published at Augusta, in Georgia, and ¢ The Masonic Mirror,’
published at Marysville, Kentucky, have commenced their career. These
periodicals, if conducted with a careful regard for the landmarks of the
Order, by experienced and thoroughly instructed brethren, may be
vatuable auxiliaries for the diffusion of Truth and Light; they will win
their way to favour with the fraternity, and secure their own reward.”

& And there is & want of uniformity in the ceremonial, although the
Articles of Union provide that ¢ there shall be the most perfect unity of
obligation, of discipline, of working the lodges, of making, passing and
raising, instructing and clothing Brothers, so that but one pure and un.
sullied system, according to the genuine landmarks, laws and tradition of
the Craft, shall be maintained, upheld and practised, throughout the
Masonic world.” This is much to be lamented, because the remedy
might be very easily applied.

2
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delivered in nine-tenths of our Lodges,® they are mono-
tonous, and not perfectly adapted to the end for which
they were framed, or for the effect which they are
intended to produce.” For this reason it is that literary
and scientific men, who have been tempted to join our
ranks in the hope of opening a new source of intellec-
tual enjoyment,® and of receiving an accession of novel

¢ It may be right to remark here, that it was not always customary, in
the working of simple Blue Masonry, to attach Lectures to the system.
They were usually delivered in the higher grades. In Scotland this
course prevailed. The Chapters of H. R. D. M., or Rosy Cross—
(perhaps these were only two steps of the same degree) were the real
depositories of masonic instruction ; which was freely imparted to every
Brother who had proved his moral and scientific worth. And (although
I may be mistaken,) the Lodges to which these Chapters are attached at
the present day, practise very little lecturing in the preliminary degrees.

7 A writer in the Freemasons’ Quarterly Review who has assumed the
soubriquet of Latomus, says—“in England Masonry consists of three
degrees only, including the Royal Arch, and in these is contained most
of the science of Masonry which can be considered authentic. But how
few are there whose time, inclination, or education, fits them to become
perfectly acquainted even with the first degree! Take, for instance, the
lectures in which is contained the history of the Order—for many
reasons these are little known by the great majority of Master Masons ;
but go a step further, and without entering into what may not be
written, it may be asked whether there is not a lapse of nearly 600 years
utterly unaccounted for? The perfect Mason who has given his atten-
tion to the subject, is pot ignorant of the events of this long period of
six centuries ; but the present system of conferring the degree alluded to
would make any unskilled Brother believe that there was not a lapse of
twenty years.”

8 A Report or Manifesto circulated amongst the American Lodges by
the Supreme Council of Grand Inspectors General in 1803, records
another evil which ought to be carefully guarded against. “ Much ir-
regularity has unfortunately crept into the Blue degrees, in consequence
of the want of Masonic knowledge in many of those who preside over
their meetings; and it is particularly so with those who are un-
acquainted with the Hebrew language, in which all the words and pass-
words are given. So essentially necessary is it for a man of science to
preside over a lodge, that much injury may arise from the smallest de-
viation in the ceremony of Initiation, or ix the lectures of instruction.
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ideas for their reflection and delight,® so frequently
retire,! if not with disgust, at least with mixed feelings

‘We read in the book of Judges, that the transposition of a single point
over the Sheen, in consequence of & national defect among the Ephraim-
ites, designated the Cowans, led to the slaughter of 42,000 men. The
sublime figure of the Divinity formed in the Fellow Craft’s degree, can
be elegantly illustrated, ouly, by those who possess some knowledge of
the Talmud.” :

? Thus the Rev. James Watson, W. M. of the St. John's Lodge,
Lancaster, in the last century, says, “ though it derives its name from
sctentific, and its badges from operative architecture, it comprehends the
whole circle of arts and sciences ; as being the depot of learning in all
former ages, and a focus combining every ray of genius in all climes of
the carth. A Lodge, in foreign countries, is eminently styled an
Academy, and Masonry considered as synonymous to Geometry, the
science relating to the measurement of the earth, and emphatically refer-
ring to its creation;a liberal or Frecmason signifying a friend and
admirer, or a professor of liberal science.” And at Liverpool about the
same period, the Lodges contained a philosophical apparatus to engage
the attention of scientific men. Thus Bro. M‘Conochie, a member of
several lodges in that town says, “ in every Masonic lodge, a small philo-
sophical apparatus forms a part of our furniture, and when we assemble,
(I speak of Masonry as it is conducted in Liverpool) we meet for the
purpose of instructing one another, in moral, philosophical, and histori-
cal sabjects, in all which I have had the pleasure of hearing lectures in
many of the lodges.”

10 Speaking of the state of science in the darker ages, Laurie adduces
a memorable instance of the pernicious effects of suppressing a thirst for
general knowledge. “The celebrated Baptista Porta having like the
sage of Samos travelled into distant countries for scientific information,
returned to his native home, and established a society which he denomi-
nated the Academy of Secrets. He communicated the information
which he had collected to the members of this association, who, in their
turn, imparted to their companions, the knowledge which they had
individually obtained. But this little fraternity, advancing in respecta-
bility and science, soon trembled under the rod of ecclesiastical oppression ;
and experienced in its dissolution, that the Romish hierarchy was deter-
mined to check the ardour in investigation, and retain the human mind
in its former fetters of ignorance and superstition. How then could
Freemasonry flourish, when the minds of men had such an unfortunate
propeansity to monkish retirement ; and when every scientific and secret as-
sociation was overawed and persecated by the rulers of Kurope ?” (p. 53.)
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of sorrow and regret, at the unprofitable sacrifice of sv
much valuable time" which might have been applied to
a better purpose.’? '

It is in vain to deny that such.defections from our

11 The Rev. H. Jones, an American seceding brother, in his  Letters
on Masonry,” thus accounts for his conduct in this particular. He
said, “ he considered the institution a useless one in society. I know it
has been said by some,” he continues, ¢ that its instructions at the lodge
room are entertaining and useful ; but if so, why has there been, almost
invariably, such a backwardness in attending lodge meetings amongst
Masons of solid character, as soon as the novelty of the thing has
ceased? And let those instructions be as useful as any would wish to
consider them, what mind would not weary, instead of being entertained,
in hearing them always repeated in the same words and laboured
formality? If then the institution be only useless, it ought to be
abandoned by all rather than patronized, at so great an expense of
time and property as are necessary for its continuance.” (Letters,
p.-8,9)

13 The late M. W. Grand Master H. R. H. the Duke of Sussex entered
the order with better views and better principles. He laboured for
koowledge, and obtained it. Hear what he says of himself. «If
brethren when they enter into this society do not reflect upon the prin-
ciples upon which it is founded ; if they do not act upon the obligations
which they have taken upon themselves to discharge, all I can say is,
that the sooner any such individuals retire from the Order, the better it
will be for the society, and the more creditable to themselves ... ...
‘When I first determined to link myself with this noble institution, it was
a matter of very serious consideration with me; and I can assure the
Brethren that it was at a period when, at least, I had the power of well
considering the matter, for it was not in the boyish days of my youth,
but at the more mature age of twenty-five or twenty-six years. I did not
take it np asalight and trivial matter, but as a grave and serious concern
of my life. I worked my way diligently, passing through all the different
offices of Junior and Senior Warden, Master of a Lodge, then Deputy
Grand Master, until I finally closed it by the proud station which I have
now the honour to hold. 'Therefore, having studied it, having reflected
upon it, I know the value of the institution; and I may venture to say,
that in all my transactions through life, the rules and principles laid
down and prescribed by our Order have been, to the best of my faculties,
strictly followed. And if I have been of any use to society at large, it
must be attributed, in a great degree, to the impetus derived from Ma-
sonry.” (Speech at Sunderland, 1839.)
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ranks are of frequent occurrence.* But if the authorised
lectures of masonry were amplified and illustrated by an
intelligent chief officer, such instances would not only
very rarely occur, but our lodges would become the
resort' of all the talent and intelligence in the country.

13 Colonel Stone and the Rev. D. Bernard may not be fair examples of
this kind-of defection, because they formed part of the chaff which was
blown away from the institution during the prevalence of the anti-masonic

-excitement in America a few yearsago. But their sentiments may tend

to illustrate the proposition in the text. The former says, very quietly,
"« After having been conducted through the ceremonies, which were well
administered, by expert officers, and which were, with the explanations
given, to say the least, very harmless; candour obliges me to confess
that I felt not g little disappointed. But it was a disappointment at, I
knew not what ; a sort of undefinable sensation; neither a positive feeling
of dissatisfaction, nor of chagrin, but yet a little of both.” (Stone’s Let-
ters,p. 15.) The latter gentleman is more decisive. He says, “ wishing
to avail myself of every auxiliary in promoting the glory of God aud the
happiness of my fellow-men, I readily received the three first degrees.
My disappointment none can know but those who, in similar circum-
stances, have been led in the same path of folly. I silently retired from
the institation,” &c. (Light on Masonry. Pref. p.iv.)

14 Grand Master Dalcho, who had considerable experience in Masonry,
observes on this point, that «if you visit the symbolic lodges in the dif-
ferent countries of Europe, or even the different States of America, you
will see in all some difference from each other. If the presiding officer is
a man of talent, he adds such embellishments as his genius points out to
him. -Should he, on the contrary, be a man whose mental faculties do
not rise above mediocrity, and who does not feel much enthusiasm in a
system whose beauty he does not comprehend, he reduces the subject to
a level with his own. genius.” (Orations, p. 15.) Stone also speaks of
the importance “of having officers who understand their duties; and
who are withal men of intelligence and education.” And he adds that
““to the want of presiding officers of this description, may be attributed,
m a great measure, the deplorable transactions” to which he was about
to refer ; viz. the alleged abduction of Morgan.

15 What says our Rev. Bro. Norval, Chaplain of St. Peter’s Lodge,
Montrose? He says, “a Mason’s Lodge is a school of piety. The prin-
cipal emblems are the teachers. The All-seeing Eye teaches the Omni-
presence of the deity. Its lessons are delightful and awful ; delightful,
while we remember that we are under its guardian care; awful, when we
forget that to it darkness is as the noon day. It isa school of the noblest
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And if strictures on the science and philosophy of the
Order® were placed within every Brother’s reach, a
system of examination and research would soon be
substituted for the dull and uninteresting routine,”

virtues that adorn the human race. It is a school of brotherly love. The
holy volume expanded, invites us to peruse its sacred pages, because in
them, and in them only, are the words of eternal life. (Speech at Mon-
trose, 1837.)

‘6 The Editor of the Athenzum thinks it contains neither science nor
philosophy. He says, “ there is an absurd abuse of language in desig-
pating Freemasonry as a science. The Jewish ritual, to which it is
alleged to be so like, might just as properly be so named. We may also
remark here, that the mysteries of Masonry differ essentially both from
the mysteries of science and the mysteries of religion. The secrets of
science are not truths that philosophers lock up in their breasts from the
rest of mankind, like a receipt for making powders or painting on glass.
The hidden things of science are hid from scientific men themselves, from
the initiated, as much as from the uninitiated. The dark things of
religion, in like manner, are revealed as little to priests as to laymen.
Their obscurity results from a divine intention ; and the soundest theology
has ever held, that had more light been necessary to the state of man,
more would have been issued from the celestial fountain.” (No."746.)

17 The Committee on General Regulations of the Grand Lodge of New
York in their Report,June 1842, say, “in relation to the recommend-
ation of the R. W. D. Grand Master, desiring some action of the Grand
Lodge, with reference to Lectures to be delivered in several Lodge
rooms, not only on the principles of Masonry, but on the arts and
sciences, embracing any or all such subjects as shall improve the moral
and intellectual powers, and qualify the Brethren for greater usefulness
in the several spheres in which they move, rendering them, in an eminent
sense, the lights of Masonry, your Committee would say—the adoption of
such a practice would, in their view, be attended with the happiest
results nd add much to the interest of fraternal communications.

1 the Masonic institution is appropriately a school of arts and
38 well as of moral virtues, your Committee have reason to
struction in the former especially, has been too mach neglected .
fore hope the Grand Lodge will recommend, in the strongest
the adoption of the above specified course of instruction by
n the practical, as well as the moral and mental sciences, in
1e subordinate lodges. This whole matter appears to be one, in
of your Committee, of deep interest; and if judiciously con-
y Brethren competent to the undertaking, will not only be
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which, in so many instances, characterises our private
meetings.” The Brethren would become excited by the
enquiry, and a rich series of new beauties and excellen-
cies would be their reward.!

As to the apprehension that Freemasonry would be
injured by Masonic publications®—it exists solely in the
imagination.® Even the charlatans of the present or

productive of great good to individual members, but to those communities
where such lodges are established.”

8 And I am convinced it is possible to accomplish this without any
violation of that sacred pledge which is imposed o: a candidate at his
initiation. The words of Paley embody my sense of the moral guilt
attached to perjury. “Perjury,” says he, ““is a sin of great deliberation.
The juror has the thought of God and of Religion upon his mind at the
time; at least, there are very few who can shake them off entirely. He
offends therefore, if he do offend, with a high hand, in the face, that is, and
in defiance of the sanctions of religion. His offence implies a disbelief or
contempt of God’s knowledge, power, and justice ; which cannot be said
of a lie, where there is nothing to carry the mind to any reflection upon
the Deity, or the Divine attributes at all.” (Moral Philosophy,
B.1. c.16.)

19 General Washington, President of the United States, thus expresscs
his conviction of the utility of judicious publications on Masonry. “To
enlarge the sphere of social happiness is worthy the benevolerft designs
of a Masonic institution ; and it is most fervently to be wished, that the
conduct of every member of the fraternity, as well as those publications
that discover the principles which actuate them. may tend to convince
mankind that the grand object of Masonry is, to promote the happiness
of the human race.” .

0«Jt is the most absurd thing in nature (and the reason will be
obvious to every Mason) to believe that any part of the real arcana of
Masonry ever was, or ever could be, committed to writing. Needy men
have, we know, levied contributions pretty successfully on the public
credulity, by publishing whimsical pamphlets professing to lay open
the secrets of Masonry; and I am prepared to hear many persons in
ridicule say, that the reason why no secrets have been published, or can
be written, is, that none exist among us. I am satisfied that they should
say 80 ; inasmuch as I prefer hearing men laugh to hearing them lie.”
(Jones’ Masonic Miscell. p. 202.)

7« It is a vain fear; for the real secrets of the Order no conscientiousg
Brother can ever be tempted to reveal. In the memoirs of Jacob
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past ages, have not contributed the slightest shade of
unpopularity to our proceedings.? What harm have the
publications of Pritchard,® Lambert, the author of

Casanova de Seingalt, who was a Mason, we find the following very
curious passage. “ Noman knows all the secrets of Masonry, but every
man keeps in view the prospect of discovering them. Every young man
who is about travelling, and desires to know the world, and who has no
wish to be deprived of going into good society, must, in the times we live
in, become a Mason, and at least understand superficially, and know
what connection exists between it and the world. Those, however, who
are made Masons for the purpose of learning the secrets, may deceive
themselves ; for they may be 50 years Masters of Chairs, and yet not
learn the secrets of the brotherhood. This secret is, in its own nature,
invuloerable, for the Mason to whom it has become known can only have
guessed it, and certainly not received it from any one ; he has discovered
it because he has been in the Lodge—marked, learned, and inwardly
digested. When he arrives at the discovery, he unquestionably keeps it
to himself, not communicating it even to his mest intimate Brother, be-
cause, should this person not have capability to discover it of himself, he
would likewise be wanting in the capability to use it if he received it
verbally. For this reason 1T WILL FOR EVER REMAIN A secrEr.” (F.
Q. R. vol. i, N. 8. p. 31.) And the New Monitor, an American publica-
tion, (p. 78) says, “ bad members have been expelled ; but they keep the
secrets with which they have been entrusted. Neither the power of gold,
which has often betrayed kings and princes, and sometimes overthrown
states, empires, and kingdoms ; nor the most cruel punishment which the
most malignant tyrants could devise, ever extorted the secrets of Free-
masonry, even from the weakest members of the fraternity.”

8 Tt is true Bro. Col. Stone, Editor of the New York Commercial, in
his letters on Masonry, has professed a different opinion. In that pub-
lication, in 1831, he said, ¢ the Institution is on the wane; in most
places it isdead ; und 1ts torpid body can never be reanimated. As well
might they think of establishing Mahometanism in this enlightened land,
as to cherish the idea of re-establishing Freemasonry. There is no use
in contending, at this late hour, that the principles on which it was built
are moral, benevolent, and virtuous ;—public opinion is against it, and it
is the height of folly to court disfranchisement and proscription, when no
possible benefit can arise from the sacrifice.” We shall soon see the
utter futility of this confideut prediction.

® Pritchard was excluded, in the year 1729, from his lodge, for omit-
ting to pay his contributions; and to revenge himself on Masonry he
wrote his “ Masonry Dissected.” He appears to have felt some com-
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4 Jachin and Boaz,”* Professor Robison,” Finch,® Cur-
lile,? or Claret,® done to British Freemasonry? Has

punction, as may be gathered from his apology affixed to the pamphlet.
“ After the admission,” he says, “ into the secrets of Masonry, if any new
brother should dislike their proceedings, and reflect upon himself for
being so easily cajoled out of his money, declining the fraternity, or
secluding himself upon the account of the quarterly expences of the lodge,
and quarterly communications, notwithstanding he has been legally
admitted into a constituted and regular lodge, he shall be denied the
privilege (as a visiting brother) of knowing the mystery for which he
hag already paid.” This unfortunate man (like every one who professes
to reveal the mysteries of Freemasonry) placed himself in this embarrass-
ing predicament : He says in his book that he has taken a certain oath
that he would conceal and never reveal any of the secrets which might
be communicated to him at that time or any other. He then tells us that
he went to the Lord Mayor, and swore that he had revealed, in his book,
every thing that passes in a lodge. Now he has either perjured upon
the former or the latter oath. And in the case of a perjured inan, which
of his oaths are the public to believe ?
- % This book, which mis-states almost every thing it professes to illus.
trate, has gone through numerous editions, and, I believe, is still in
existence to continue its impositions on the unmasonic public.
* %]t is well known that Professor Robison wrote his volume, containing
“ Proofs of a& conspiracy against all the religions and governments of
Europe, carried on in the secret meetings of Freemasons, Illuminati, and
Reading Societies,” for the purpose of injuring the cause of Freemasonry.
He concludes his book with the following Scripture quotation, which he
evidently intended should be understood to allude to the Freemasons.
“Beware of false prophets, who come to you in sheep’s clothing, but
- i1 wardly they are ravening wolves. By their fruit ye shall know them.
Do men gather grapes of thorns, or figs of thistles ?”

% Finch was by trade a tailor ; but he abandoned his shopboard for
the more profitable employment of an itinerant instructor in Masonry,
He published a vast number of pamphlets, which found a ready sale,
although his charges were exorbitant, and little information could be
gleaned from them ; because he found it his interest to intersperse the
text so thickly with asterisks and hyphens, initial letters, and ungram-
matical phrases, that it could not possibly be understood without the
additional purchase of an expensive Key. And even the Key was so
abstruse and full of references to other catch-penny pamphlets, that it
could seldom be used with any advantage. His impositions were pub-
licly exposed in 1815.

# 1 have little patience to expend on this infamous atheist; whose
%
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the public esteem for the Order been lessened in
America by the publications of Morgan® and Stone,*
Bernard,* the author of the ¢ Ritual and Illustrations of

name is a pollution to my pages. His hatred to Freemasonry was
founded on and commensurate with his hatred of the Bible, and the
principles of revealed religion; and it is not therefore a matter of
surprise that he should have overshot his mark.

3 The detached pieces published by Claret, are, I believe, merely a
trade speculation. They are very expensive and of no great value.

9 After all, Morgan’s book was but a reprint, with slight variations,
of “ Jachin and Boaz.”

80 Col. Stone wrote “Letters on Masonry and Anti-Masonry,” in
1831. He pretends to have a great respect for the Order, but contends,
that after the abduction of Morgan, it ought to be abandoned. But the
eight reasons which he assigns for coming to that conclusion—strange to
say—are not, even in the most remote degree, connected with that event.
He says, 1. The society has no pretensions to antiquity. 2. It is puerile
and frivolous. 3. It is useless. 4. It is symbolical. 5. It is illegal.
6. It involves a great waste of time. 7. The people are jealous of its
secret influence! And 8,—proh pudor —The Institution has been
abused, and therefore, it may be abused againl!! See his Letters, p.
122. Stone doubtless wrote under a high state of anti-masonic excite-
ment, and it is extremely probable, now his passion has exhausted itself,
that he regrets the part he took in it; but it is recorded in too legible
characters ever to be effaced.

8! Bernard published “ the Light on Masonry,” in which however the
information is very inaccurate. The poor fellow, being a minister in the
Baptist ce inection, appears to have entertained some conscientious
qualms about the moral legality of the proceeding. In his preface he .
asks himself—“ Am I justifiable in pursuing this course? Will the law
of God approve the violation of such solemn oaths?” If he had listened
to the suggestions of his good angel, he would have thrown his MS. into
the fire. But he stifles the warning voice of conscience by a wretched
subterfuge. “If”—says he—* Ir the constitution is corrupt, has an evil
tendency, is vpposed to the order and well-being of society and the glory
of God, I am under a moral obligation to break my oaths, and reveal its
secrets to the world that it may come to an end. My refusal to meet
with or support the Institution is not sufficient. I must renounce fealty
to the Order, reveal its secrets, oppose its influence, and use my exertions
to destroy it, or I am guilty of a violation of moral obligation!” The
unhappy man was placed on the horns of a dilemma. He must either
perjure himself, or be repudiated by his congregation, and be thus
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Freemasonry,”* the mysterious ravings of Anderton,®
or the disclosures of Major Allyn* and his accomplices?

deprived of the means of subsistence. He unfortunately preferred the
good things of this life, and chose the former alternative; and the
result has been, a book full of errors and misrepresentations.

32 The author himself says, “ The design of publishing the following
sheets is to guard the unwary against being drawn into it, and to prevent
the young Freemason from being further entangled, and from offering
greater insults to the sacred majesty of God; as well as to snbmit it to
the public consideration, whether the Freemasons’ oaths do not render
a person unfit to hold any office of public trust or private confidence.
And whether it is not evidently a dangerous combination in its conse-
quences, as well as profane in its ceremonies.”

83 Anderton is an American, and published an affidavit in which he
affirms, that being in Ireland in 1813, he attended the lodge No. 272
at Belfast, to be admitted to some degrees; that he was witness to a
cruel murder committed on a Brother of the name of Wm. Miller, for
revealing the secrets of Masonry; that the body was taken away and
cast into Limekiln Dock, and was afterwards the subject of a coroner’s
inquest. This allegation was made during the anti-masonic excitement,
and created a wonderful sensation. On referring to the lodge thus
charged, it proved to be a vile fabrication. No person of the name of
W. Miller wus ever a member of any lodge in Belfast ; nor did any one,
:alling himself S. G. Anderton, ever visit any of the lodges there. The
Secretary of No. 272 made affidavit to these facts ; declaring that, « the
statements in every particular, were gross, infamous, and unfounded
falsehoods.” The coroner also made oath that he had searched the
books of his office up to the alleged date of the above transaction, and
that no inquest was held on any person of the name of Miller even to the
present time ; nor was there anybody found dead since his appointment
long before 1813, except the bodies of two men who had been shot in a
riot.

¥ Allyn, as well as Morgan, published a Catechism of Masonry. He
styles himself K.R.C. K.T. K.M,, &c., of high rank and standing in
the brotherhood. He gives the following account of his secession from
the Craft. He says, “ having been a member of the Masonic fraternity,
and bound in the pledge of soul and body to maintain and support, by
the most rigorous enforcement all her sa',ngninary edicts, laws, and regu-
lations; I feel it to be a duty I owe to my fellow citizens, to state the
reasons that led me thus to surreuder life and liberty, without reservation,
to the mercy of this lawless banditti; thereby adding another unit to
that dark pile of human mockeries ; and also the reason why I recanted
from my Masonic engagements, rescuing from her bloody clutches my
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By no means. The pretended revelation concerning the
alleged abduction and subsequent murder of William
Morgan, produced only a temporary excitement, al-
though the institution was denounced and threatened,
and its friends proseribed in the most violent language.®
But all these indications of rage and fury against a quiet,
harmless, and beneficent institution,® were unable to

pledges of -obedience, renouncing her society, and resuming my former
rights and privileges as an American citizen.” His reasons, which are
too verbose to insert here, are puerile and unsatisfactory. But mark
what followed. He not only renounced, but denounced Freemssonry.
And by that means levied contributions very freely on the public. He
became an itinerant lecturer against the Order. He spent many months
in delivering lectures before crowded audiences in New York, Connecti-
cut, Rhode Island, Massachusetts, and in Philadelphia. In the course
of these lectures, as he boasts, he made powerful demonstrations in the
Masonic corps. Thousands, in consequence, seceded from the Order;
and his pecuniary emoluments were proportionably great. The bare-
faced imposition was at length detected, and he was pelted off the stage
in disgrace.

* Hear the threats of the Anti-Masonic State Convention in its
manifesto to the people. “The whole power of public opinion,” says
this arbitrary document, “is to be found in the ballot hoxes. And
these are the depositories, as we humbly trust, of the mightiest earthly
power which the Divine wisdom has ever permitted man to control. If
we would effectually destroy Freemasonry then, we have no alternative ;
we must call to our aid, and persist in the uses of our elective rights.
‘We must unite as a party at the polls. We must select for all elective
officers, the best men opposed to Freemasonry, whether they are those
who have renounced it or otherwise; and we must select them because
they are opposed to it. And these men we must support, uniformly,
constantly, zealously, always, till Freemasonry, with all its fantastic
pageantry, its false pretensions, its unballowed means, its alarming

1 its monstrous crimes, shall be numbered with the past mis-
" our country.”

g the agitation the Masons appear to have taken few steps to
.it, in the certainty that the excitement would expire of itself.
'hen a motion was made in Congress to bring in a Bill for the
nt of a Committee to make enquiries in relation.to the ahduc-
‘organ, and to prevent extra judicial oaths; the Speaker
shat «this tirading about secret societies and extra judicial
10t become sensible men ; and they would not pursue it, unfess
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affect its stability, or shake its influence in public
opinion. They melted into thin air,® when the

they were driven by political fapaticism. He did not care whether
Masonry were put down by legislative enactment or not ; but if it were
put up or down by such enactment, it would be acting foolishly. All
this cry is to get power, or to retain it. Some of the members were
elected on the Anti-Masonic ticket ; and they came bere and were com-
pelled to cry, Morganize Masons! Morganize Masons! Away with
them! Crucify them! Crucify them! The excitement has been got
up, and fostered, and fanned, to get into power. We did not make so
much fuss in Delaware county a few years ago, when an Irishman killed
two Scotchmen. We caught him and hanged him. But this is made &
political question. Tt is said that one of the presidential candidates is a
Mason, and the other is not ; and therefore the excitement must be kept
up. That is all there is to barp on.” The bill was negatived by a
majority of 82 to 17.

¥ 4« On this occasion,” says Bro. Herring, G. Sec. of New York,  the
whole Masonic fraternity were charged with guilt; the institution and
its members were denounced as dangerous ; churches, families, and friends
were divided ; and the whole social system was, for a long time, uprooted
and dismembered. Every man of eminence in the state known to be a
Mason, was called upon to renounce his connexion with the society, or
stand branded as a traitor to the laws of his country. The Grand Lodge
was charged with the crime of aiding the guilty to escape from justice
by the use of its funds ; and no means were neglected to bring the order
to disgrace and ruin, right or wrong. The fears of the timid and igno-
rant attributed the crime of the guilty to a necessary consequence of
Masonic obligation ; the political intriguant revelled in the prospect of
the overthrow of his prosperous rival ; the myrmidons of society breathed
vengeance ; and the crafty political jesuits laboared in their vocation at
the Polls. Now all this excitement against Masonry was founded upon
false premises. No Masonic duty interferes with the duty of a man to
his country. The abductors of Morgan were as much without excuse as
though they had not been Masons ; and this crime was never palliated or
defended by the fraternity in general, nor by the Grand Lodge in par-
ticular ; nor was there ever a dollar of the funds appropriated to aid or
shield the guilty.”

# During the continuance of this excitement, the newspupers teemed
with the most violent invectives against the order. Anti-Masonic
Magazines, Raviews, and Almanacs, found eager and ready purchasers.
The press groaned with publications of every grade, from the broadsheet
to the thick octavo, in which was presented to the public the lamentable
sight of apostate Masons of all ranks, from the ex-President Adams, to
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forgeries and misrepresentations of the anti-masonic
party were brought to light® and exposed;* and the

the editors of obscure journals, publicly avowing that they had solemnly
sworn inviolably to keep certain secrets, which, in the subsequent pages;
they deliberately revealed, and confidently expected that the public would
believe them. The theatre, the show-box, and the exhibition of puppets;
the orator from his platform, and the mountebank from his stage, all
presented a series of ridiculous and burlesque ceremonies, which they
asserted were the ceremonies of a Masonic Lodge ; while the notorious
Major Allyn wandered about the country as an itinerant lecturer on the
mysteries of Masonry, which he publicly advertised to expose. Ministers
of several sects and denominations made the awful avowal from their
pulpits, that they had sworn to conceal the secret practices of the frater-
nity, and in the same breath, in the presence of their Maker, publicly
revealed them to their wondering congregations. And one miserable
Buptist preacher, as an apology for his apostacy, accused Masonry of
infidelity and atheism, and its members of horrid crimes; and in his
sweeping censure did not even spare the worthies of old, but charged
Drs. Anderson and Desaguliers, men of the first rank in their respective
professions, of beiug “men of low character and base spirit!” (See
Bernard’s Light on Masonry, p. 505.) In the mear time an Anti-Ma-
sonic State Conventiun was established, to which delegates were annually
sent from every representative town in the United States, and they
assembled in the Funeuil Hall at Boston by hundreds,—whose sole
object was to denounce and annihilate the Institution. Amidst all this
excitement the Fraternity was calm, and, on the showing of their adver-
saries, (Proceedings of the Anti-Masonic Convention for 1831 p. 16)
“expressed great confidence in the permanence of their Order.” They
said, ¢ the present attempt to overthrow it will utterly fuil ; it will only
rouse the energies of the Institution, and, after the present trial, as in
former instances, viz. of Pritchard in 1730, and Robison and Barruel in
1799, Freemasonry will increase beyond all former example.” And their
predictions have been amply verified by the event.

» The Grand R. A. Chapter of New York issued the following Reso-
lution disclaiming, on the part of the Masonic body, all participation in
the above outrage:—“ Resolved by this Grand Chapter, that we its
members, individually and as a bhody, do disclaim all knowledge or
approbation of the said proceedings in relation to the abduction of
‘William Morgan; and that we disapprove of the same, as a violation of
the majesty of the laws, and an infringement of the rights of personal
liberty, secured to every citizen of our fre¢ and happy republic.”

# Thus Bro. Hoffman, the editor of the American Masonic Register,
says :—“ With the representative system fully carried out, and the fuls
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popularity of Masonry was augmented by the enquiry;
although the party arrayed against it had drawn into its
ranks ‘“nearly 100,000 free and intelligent electors of
the State of New York; almost divided the vote of
Pennsylvania ; planted itself deeply in the soil of
Massachusetts; spread itself in others of the New
England States, in Ohio, and elsewhere; while in Ver-
mont, like the rod of Aaron, it so far swallowed up both
of the former parties, as to have obtained the control of
the State Government.* Nor was it of factious parti-
zans, or disappointed men, that this party was composed.
It comprised among it members as great a portion of
wealth and character—of talents and respectability—as
any party that was ever formed, of equal numbers, in

interchange of Masonic information through our Masonic Periodicals,
we may effectually be enabled to close our doors against schisms, irregu-
larities, and impostors. In a few years our time-honoured Institution
will hold as proud an eminence in our land, as in her palmiest days; and
we trust that the lessons we have received by misfortune, will tend to the
scrutinizing examination of the inner as well as the outer man, teaching
us that caution and circumspection are the brightest jewels in the
Masonic crown.”

4 Governor Clinton thus expresses his opinion on the subject, in a
letter to the chairman of the Anti-Masonic Committee :—“I am per-
suaded that the body of Freemasous, so far from baving any participa-
tion in this affair, or giving any countenance to it, reprobate it as the
most unjustifiable act, repugnant to the principles, and abhorrent to the
doctrines of the Fraternity. I know that Freemasonry, properly under-
stood, and faithfully attended to, is friendly to religion, morality, liberty,
and good government ; and I shall never shrink, under any state of ex-
citement, or any extent of misrepresentation, from bearing testimony in
favor of the purity of an institution which can boast of a Washington,
& Franklin, and a Lafayette, as distinguished members ; and which in-
culcates no principles, and authorizes no acts, that are not in perfect
accordance with good morals, civil liberty, and entire obedience to gov-
ernment and the laws. It is no more responsible for the acts of unworthy
members, than any other association or institution. Without intruding,
in the remotest degree, a comparison, or improper allusion, I might ask
whether we ought to revile our holy religion because Peter denied and
Judas betrayed ?”
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this or any other country.” And where is this great
anti-masonic party now? The excitement continued.a
few years, the hollowness of its principles became
apparent, and it suddenly disappeared like a passing
cloud, leaving behind it nothing but public shame and
contempt.®

On the Continent similar attempts have been made to
destroy the usefulness of the Craft, by means of

4 Stone’s Letters on Masonry and Anti-Masonry, p. 5. “The Anti-
Masonic excitement commenced about three years ago,” says Brown in
his Narrative, (pref.) “and has since threatened to extend its ravages far
and wide, which has excited the interest and received the attention of
politicians, of Christians and of patriots—in which women and children
—the old and the young—federalists and democrats—republicans, Clia-
tonians, Bucktails, Adamsmen, Jacksonsmen, Claymen, Presbyterians,
Churchmen, Baptists, and Methodists, and even the modest and unassu-
ming Quakers, bave all participated largely.”

4 Wilkins Tannehill, Esq., G. M. of Tennessee, in his primary address
to the Brethren in 1842, says: “In all parts of the country Lodges are
multiplying, and our pumbers increasing, with a rapidity scarcely sur-
pessed at any former period of our history; and the same may be said
with regard to Chapters and Eucampments. It affords me great pleasure
to say, that the san of Masonry is fast dispersing the clouds that bave
been so long spread over us; and that its genial rays are fast revivifying
the blighted regions over which the winds of persecution have passed.
Even in those parts of the United States where Anti-Masonry has been

most active—where its fell spirit was most extensively felt, the Lodges

have been re-opened, and are pursuing their labours without interruption,
and with abundant promises of success. Now, that the fever of excite-
ment nhas passed away, and reason has resumed her empire, former preju-
dices are yielding to more liberal and enlightened views, the bosom of
every true Mason is reanimated, and a laudable desire prevails to extend
and perpetuate the blessings which spring from a just appreciation and
practical exposition of the principles of the Order.”

# The notorious Finch, in one of his catchpennies, has a very judicious
observation : “ Had the unfortunate Louis XVTI. instead of suppressing
Lodges, denouncing societies of Freemasons, and bastiling such as per-
severed in their religious and moral ceremonies—given them every en-
couragement and protection, by not only countenancing them, but by
becoming himself a member of that august and respectable body, and
nobly patronizing the Royal Craft, as our own most gracious sovereign
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unauthorized publications, professing to explain its rites
and ceremonies, doctrines, lectures, and secret pursuits.®
But they equally failed. And in every case Masonry
derived much benefit from the attempt.# In France the
attack on the Order was commenced by two pamphlets,
the one called “Le Secret des Francs-Macons;”’ and
the other “Le Catechisme des Francs-Macons.”¥ A
person styling himself the Abbé Perau, in 1745, followed
up the unholy warfare by a publication named ¢ L’Ordre

and his progeny have done, he and his wretehed family would undoubt-
edly have escaped all the horrors into which they were inhumanly and
barbarously plunged ; and atheism, rapine, and murder would not have
oeen the most prominent features in his once civilized, polite, and reli-
gious kingdom. With us, thank Providence! the case is quite different;
the heir-apparent, our late, and H. R. H. the Duke of Sussex, our
present Grand Master, presides in England over that illustrious Order$
—an Order which comprehends the most dutiful and loyal subjects his
father, or any other monarch, ever had the honour of reigning over.”

4 A clever writer in the London Magazine affirms, that all the secrets
of Masonry are revealed in Professor Buhle’s work on the subjeet. And
to exhibit his information, he enumerates the secrets as follows : ¢ Entire
equality of personal rights amongst the members in relation to their final
object. 'Women, children, those who were not in full possession of civie
freedom, Jews, Antichristians, and Roman Catholics, were excluded from
the Society. The Order makes pretensions to mysteries; and has a
general system of signs, usages, symbols, mythi, and festivals. It is
compatible with every form of civil constitution, does not impose celiba-
cy, and grants to every member a full liberty to dissolve his connection
with the Order at any time, and even without acquainting the superiors
of the Lodge!” So much for Buhle’s knowledge of Masonry.

4 Thus De Witt Clinton, the Grand High Priest of the United States,
says in an Oration before the Grand Lodge of Albany, Sept. 1825,
at the installation of Gen. Rensselaer as G. M.: “In every nation of
Europe Masonry has passed the ordeal of persecution. The Inquisition
has stained it with blood. Hierarchies have proscribed and interdicted
it ; despotism has pursued it to destruction; and everywhere, except in
the land of liberty, it has felt the arm of unjust and tyrannical power
and even here, in this enha'htened age, fanaticism has dared to fulminate
its anathemas.” :

€ This was probably nothing more than a translation of Pnbclmrda :
. Masonry Dissected.” . -
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des Francs-Magons trahi:” % and he was succeeded by
the author of “La Clef des Magons;” ¢ Thory’s
Synopsis;” ¢“La Maconnerie Adonhiramique dévoilée;”
and “La voile retirée, ou le Secret de la Revolution
expliqué par la Franc-Magonnerie,” of M. Lefranc ;* the

4 [ am ignorant whether the name of thc Abbé Perau is real or as-
sumed. It is not inserted in the title-page, but is given in cypher at the
end of the Epistle Dedicatory. He reiterates the old tale of the puerility
of Freemasonry, and enforces his argument by the following most im-
probable incident, which was evidently invented for the occasion. A
certain marquis having been frequently solicited to become a Freemason,
was at length induced to consent. Having paid the fee in advance, (600
crowns) he was initiated. When the ceremony was over, he said, “Is
this all?”  “Truly it is,” answered the W. M. “You make game of
me,” rejoined the marquis; “it is impossible that this can be the whole
secret of Freemasonry.” “It is indeed,” replied the W. M. “Then
you will have the goodness,” said the marquis, “ to return my 600 crowns,
otherwise I shall insert in the public gazette all the tomfooleries which
you have imposed upon me as the secrets of the Order. Is this the
famous rite of which so much has been said? In truth, I cannot con-
ceive how reasonable men can spend their time in such trifles!” The
money was returned, says Perau, the affair was hushed up, and the Lodge
was closed in confusion.

¥ M. Le Franc reiterates the stale pretext of having found his MSS.
in the bureau of a deceased friend, who had been many years the Master
of a respectable Lodge. “He found among his papers,” he says, “a
collection of Masonic writings, containing the rituals, catechisms, and
symbols of every kind, belonging to a long train of degrees; together
with many discourses delivered in different Lodges, and minutes of their
proceedings. The perusal filled him, he says, with astonishment and
anxiety, and he thought it his duty to lay them before the public.” Bar-
ruel gives a diffirent version of this tale. Speaking of 2 M. de la Haye,
who gave him some MSS., he thus states the source of Lefranc’s informa-
tion. He represents M. de la Haye as saying, “I had several Freema-
sons in my parish; and particularly the unfortunate Fessier, a famous
Brother of the Lodgw at Alengon, since become such a terrible Jacobin,
and the intruded Bishop of Séez. Several of these Masons renounced
their errors; and as a proof of their total renunciation of the Lodges,
they gave me up all their papers and Masonic degrees. I have made a
digest of these degrees. M. Lefranc, who was at that period in our
diocese, pressed me to publish them ; but I did not dare to do that for
fear of the Masons, and I rather chose to give a copy of the whole to
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“Arclaves Mystico-Hermétiques ;”’ the ¢ Des Erreurs et
de la Vérité,” of M. de St. Martin ;* the letter addressed
« Aux Illustres Inconnus;”’ and the volumes published
by the Abbé Barruel® And what injury has French
Masonry received from these attacks? None whatever
but much good ; and the consequence is, that the Order,
at the present time, is most extensively and nobly
patronized.

In Germany similar attempts were made, about the
same period, by Bahrdt,” Robinet,”® Latocnaye,* Rein-

M. Lefranc, requesting him to use it as he thought fit. M. Lefranc went
to Paris; the Revolution took place; and he doubtless thought it would
be useful to publish the work I had given him, having first improved it
by the polish of his style; and he certainly has done it better than I
could.” (Hist. of Jacobinism, vol. iv. p.150.) So essentially are the
tales of falsehood at variance with each other.

% M. de St. Martin was the founder of the cabalistic Freemasonry in
France, a short time before the Revolution. His system was based on
the Manichean heresy. “It is a most fallacious system,” says he, “to
pretend to lend men to wisdom by the frightful description of eternal
flames in a life to come. Such descriptions are of no avail when unfelt ;
therefore, the blind teachers, who can only represent those torments to us
in imagination, must necessarily produce but little effect upon us.” (Er-
rors and Truth, p. 114.) Saint Martin was evidently an Atheist.

8t Barruel exclaims, on mentioning the memorable 12th of August,
1792 : “It was on that day, for the first time, that the secret of Free-
masonry was made public, that secret so dear to them, and which they
preserved with all the solemnity of the most inviolable oath. At the
reading of the decree, they exclaimed, ‘ We have at length succeeded,
and France is no other than an immense Lodge. The whole French
people are Freemasons, and the whole universe will soon follow their ex-
ample.’ 1 witnessed this enthusiasm ; I heard the conversations to which
it gave rise. I saw Masons, till then the most reserved, who freely and
openly declared, ¢ Yes! at length the grand object of Freemasonry is
accomplished. Equality and Liberty ; all men are equal and brothers;
all men are free.” This was the whole substance of our doctrine, the
object of our wishes, the whole of our grand secret.” (Hist. of Jacobin-
Ism, vol. ii. p. 266.) Fie! fie!

% On the writings of Bahrdt Robison thus comments :—*“ Of his pieces,
some were even shocking to decency. It was indifferent to him whethe
it was Sriend or foe that Is sbused ; and scme of them were so horribly
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hold and Kestner;* in the works, ¢ Archive fur Frey-
maurer ;”’ the volume dedicated ¢ Denen die es Verst-

injurious to the characters of the most respectable men in the state, that
he was continually under the correction of the courts of justice. There
was hardly & man of letters that had ever been in his company but he
was sare to suffer for it. For his constant practice was to father every
new step that he took towards atheism on some other person; and,
whenever the reader sees, in the beginning of a book, any person cele-
brated by the author for sound sense, profound judgment, accurate
reason, or praised for acts of friendship and kindness to himself, he may
be assured that before the close of the book, this man will convince Dr
Bahrdt, in some private conversation, that some doetrine, cherished and

" venerated by all Christians, is a piece of knavish superstition. So lost
was Dr. Bahrdt to all sense of shame! He said that he held his own
opinions independently of all mankind, and was indifferent about their
praise or their reproach.” (Proofs of a Conspiracy, p. 338.)

% Robinet was a daring theistical writer, about the time of the French
Revolution, and published Systdme de la Nature—Philosophe de la Na-
ture—Systdme Social—Politique Naturelle, &c., for the purpose of in-
flaming men’s minds against the existing order of things, both civil and
religious.

8 M. Latocnaye affirms, that when he had been lmtmted an old gen-
tleman asked him what he thought of it. He answered, “ A great deal
of noise and much nonsense.” ¢ Nonsense,” said the other; “don’t
judge so rashly, young man ; I have worked as a Mason these twenty-five
years, and the further I advanced, the more I was interested; but I
stopped short, and nothing shall prevail on me to advance a step further.”
Being asked why? he said, “I imagine that my stoppage was owing to
my refusal, about nine years ago, to listen to some persons who made to
me, out of the Lodge, proposals which were seditious and horrible ; for
ever since that time I have remarked that my higher Brethren treat
me with much greater reserve than they had done before; and that,
under the pretext of further instruction, they have laboured to confute the
ucacns which I had already acquired, by giving some of the most deli-
cate subjects a different turn. I saw that they wanted to remove some
suspicions which I was beginning to form concerning the ultimate scope
of the whole.”—Thus we find that all anti-masonic writers, in whatever
part of the world, parrot-like, repeat the same unvarying lesson.

* Reinhold attributes the invention of Freemasonry to Moses and
asgerts that it was borrowed from the mysterm of Egypt ; while Bahrdt
and Augustus Kestner assign i